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IWA's vision for london

1. Introduction

This document sets out The Inland Waterways
Association’s (IWA) vision for our waterways
in London. It has been produced to highlight
the specific issues for waterways users in
the capital, which, given the relatively small
geographical area and the huge demand, are
more keenly felt in London than elsewhere in
the UK. The issues are further compounded by
the fact that there are over 25 Local Authorities
in the Greater London Area and the River Lee
& Stort area with canals in their jurisdiction.
IWA realises that there is never a situation
where one plan fits all – all circumstances are
different and need to be handled on a case-bycase basis.
There are 145 miles of navigable waterways
within London. This report includes all
waterways owned and managed by Canal &

River Trust (CRT), Port of London Authority
(PLA) and the Environment Agency (EA) as
well as all connected navigable rivers, creeks
and basins. (See Appendix 1, p22)
Over recent years, there has been a large
increase in the number of boats on London’s
waterways.
Boats on CRT’s London waterways
0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

2010

2017

Figures taken from CRT’s London Motoring Strategy (2018)

1

IWA's vision for london

CRT is predicting that by 2022 there will be a
projected growth of between 35-52%, with most
of the growth being from boats without a home
mooring. This is a significantly larger increase
than the rest of the UK and brings with it a host
of area-specific issues including:

over-crowding

insufficient
moorings (both
Visitor and
residential)

Lack of boaters'
facilities

Currently, there is a sense of unfairness
between boaters with a home mooring who
pay for the service and those without a home
mooring. It is IWA’s belief that this sense
of unfairness has arisen because of limited
facilities being provided for those people
paying for a mooring, which in many cases
amounts to well over £10,000 pa.

IWA believes there is much more
that could be done to support boaters
and is calling for the reinstatement
of CRT’s “Better Relationship of
London Waterways Group” under
the independent chairmanship of
Community Resolve, or a similar
organisation.
This group was originally set up to understand
and engage with boaters and deal with conflict
in a constructive way.
The increase in boat numbers has largely come
about from people wishing to live in London
but being unable to afford the high rents or
house prices. Barely a week goes by without
a story appearing in the national press about
people living on boats and living mortgage
free. For example:
2

“Model Avoids Mortgage Trap
by Refurbising Canal Boat.”
- Daily Mail
[12th Nov 2018]

“Can anyone retire in their 30s?
Meet the people who say yes by
living on a boat.”
- The Guardian
[20th Nov 2018]

“Can you barge your way on to
the housing ladder?”
- Financial Times
[12th April 2018]

In the New London Plan 2019, the Greater
London Authority under the guidance of
London Mayor, Sadiq Kahn, has recognised the
concept of Good Growth and the importance
of:

Affordable
housing

protecting
heritage assets
and riverscapes

reducing carbon
footprint

IWA is currently responding to the New
London Plan to ensure that both boaters and
the waterways themselves are given
sufficient consideration.

The presence of large numbers of boats
creates extra wear on the canal infrastructure
as well as putting pressure on facilities and
maintenance budgets. IWA recognises that any
improvements will need to be funded and will
look at different funding options, which may
include but are not limited to contributions
from local authorities, investment from the
private sector or charges for boaters.
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2. moorings

IWA’s aspiration is for
a vibrant inland waterway
system where every boater
who wishes to have a
permanent mooring can
find and afford one, and
where all boaters can
find suitable overnight
moorings while travelling
around the waterways.
Currently this is not the situation in the
Greater London Area where there is
insufficient availability of both permanent and
temporary moorings.

2.1 Permanent Moorings
To IWA’s knowledge, there has been no recent
analysis of London boaters’ requirements for
permanent / temporary moorings in London,
however, the circumstantial evidence shows

that the great majority of boats on temporary
(including designated visitor) moorings only
move the minimum distance required of them
by the Navigation Authority. Evidence also
suggests that there is a significant degree of
unauthorised overstaying. It is IWA’s belief that
such boats would prefer a permanent mooring
(which would not restrict their ability to cruise
further when required) rather than being
obligated to move every 14 days.
IWA recognises that the prospect of
creating new permanent moorings is very
limited and consequently – as ever where
demand outstrips supply – the cost of any
available mooring is so high that it becomes
unaffordable for many. Currently one or two
CRT leisure moorings are available at over
£5,000 each and, as of 4th January 2019, there
was one residential mooring available in a
private marina at £30,000 plus an annual fee of
£9,200.
The decision to authorise a permanent
mooring for residence lies primarily with the
Local Planning Authority (LPA) as part of their
Local Plan.
However, in IWA’s experience, the issue of
residence on boats is not seen as a high
priority for Local Authorities. The issues are
complex and are often perceived to be the
responsibility of the Navigation Authorities.
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IWA will monitor and attempt to influence
Local Authorities to recognise boat
occupation as an important planning matter.
The aim is to encourage future permanent
mooring facilities to be included in policy
documentation, and insofar as possible,
allow for residential use of these if required.
As with the provision of housing, such new
permanent moorings should include a
proportion available at an affordable level
(i.e. a percentage of the market rate) but
still with basic facilities provided. Wherever
residential use is allowed and utilised, it
would be in the Local Authority’s interest to
charge Council Tax as appropriate.
IWA’s preference is that new permanent
moorings should be situated off-line in
basins and marinas. IWA suggests
City Road Basin could provide both
visitor and permanent moorings.
Where on-line permanent
residential moorings are
created, they should,
wherever possible
and appropriate,
be located on

Local
Authorities need
to recognise boat
occupation
as an important
planning matter.
2.1.1 Community Moorings
IWA has identified a need for a new type of
community mooring, owned and run by the
boaters who wish to moor in the London area.
Each of these mooring sites must be on the offside or in disused basins and will not normally
contain more than ten boats. Suitable sites
4

the non-towpath side of the waterway in
order to reduce congestion and to improve
levels of privacy and security.
IWA recommends that where established offside linear moorings already exist, that the
towpath on the opposite side should be used
for new permanent moorings. This can only
happen where the width of the canal allows.
There are examples of where this could
happen between Alperton and Kensal Green.
IWA will campaign for the provision of
additional facilities to meet the requirements
of new permanent moorings. These should
not be at the cost of the Navigation Authority
who are already responsible for providing
services.
IWA believes that additional money needs
to be raised from the waterways users for
the provision and upkeep of services. There
are a number of different ways to raise this
money, for example via payment at point
of use or as a “congestion charge” type
payment. (See Appendix 2, p23)

are not easy to find in London, but IWA would
support the ‘charity shop model’ where charity
shops make use of unoccupied premises
between leases. Derelict canalside sites
awaiting development would be ideal for this
purpose. There are a number of possible sites
for this. (See Appendix 3, p24)
IWA will work with interested groups
through the entire process, from beginning
to end, supporting them with everything
from the constitution of a suitable
body, through to gaining the planning
permission and design and construction of
the moorings.
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2.2 Temporary Mooring

disquiet over the

visual
impact of

current
mooring
density
on the
waterscape

IWA recommends that there should be a limit
on the length of linear moorings. This needs
to be looked at on a location by location basis
and guidelines should be received from the
local Fire Brigade as to the suggested limits.
This recommendation is three-fold – 1) To give
towpath users a break in the continuous line
of boats, in order to enjoy the open water; 2)
For fire safety; 3) To give moving boaters a
break from travelling at tick over.

A clear consequence of the increase in
number of boats in London is the increase
in density of boats on existing temporary
mooring sites. This not only raises serious
concerns over impact on air quality and fire
risk but also acts as a major deterrent for
other boats passing through Central London.
There is, furthermore, widespread disquiet
over the visual impact of current mooring
density on the waterscape.
IWA is concerned that extended lengths of
mooring – often encouraged by the presence
of rings set into a hard bank – impacts on local
air quality and fire safety. Typical examples
are along the River Lee from the old flood
gates near the Middlesex Filter Beds Nature
Reserve (Nr Lee Bridge Road) along the whole
length of Hackney Downs and above Old Ford
Lock along Victoria Park, where lines of boats
often exceed 500m without a break, and boats
are usually at least two deep.

IWA believes in the fair sharing of water
space amongst the competitive demands
of the many users including visiting boats,
boats without home moorings that stay in the
area, anglers, walkers and cyclists, paddleboarders, canoeists and small commercial
boats, but that there is currently a particular
shortage of short-term Visitor Moorings.
5
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There should be sufficient
numbers of Rangers operating in
the area, not only for enforcement
of licensing and mooring rules
but also to provide support for
the London boating community.
All visitors moorings should have a non-return
period which should stipulate how often a
boat can return to the mooring each year. Hire
boats and Shared Ownership boats are known
to the Navigation Authorities in the area and
Rangers are aware that these boats will have
multiple return visits.
Shopping Moorings currently include:
Ladbroke Grove, Alperton, Kensal Green,
near Dead Dog Tunnel at Camden Market,
Goodsway at Kings Cross and Three Mills.

IWA will:
Campaign for all visitors’ moorings in
central London to be for a period of
4, 24, 48, 72 hours, or 7 day maximum
depending on location.
Campaign for overstaying charges to be
raised to reflect similar charges in the
local area, such as those for overstaying
on a parking meter. The current
overstay fees are low when compared
with similar charges.
Campaign for ‘Shopping Moorings’
of 4 hours maximum to have a nonreturn period of at least 3 days and to
be established adjacent to all major
shopping facilities.
Research additional ‘shopping’ sites
with Navigation Authorities.

IWA will press for effective
enforcement of the condition
for use of all short-term visitor
moorings.

6
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2.2.1 Pre-bookable Visitor
Moorings
CRT has been running a successful scheme
offering pre-bookable moorings at Rembrandt
Gardens near Paddington.

IWA believes it is unlikely that there will
ever be sufficient short-term moorings
available to meet demand, especially
during the busier months (April to
October). In order to encourage cruising
visitors to London from other parts of the
system, IWA recommends the continuation
and expansion by CRT of pre-bookable
moorings, especially on sections of the
towpath that are not currently available for
visitor mooring.
CRT will need to ensure that there is strong
overstaying enforcement in order to make
this work. These overstaying charges need
to be reinvested in the upkeep of boaters’
facilities.
IWA would like to see a string of prebookable moorings across London at
locations such as Kings Cross, Islington
and Queen Elizabeth Park. These sites
should have a minimum of two moorings
at each location. These should be in place
for Spring 2021. Once these have been
established, other locations such as the
Perivale/Greenford/Alperton area and
Tottenham area should be considered.

2.3 Tidal River Moorings
Many of the visitor moorings on the tidal River
Thames are infrequently used.

IWA has identified that there is a need
to improve the way the Port of London
Authority (PLA) publicise the availability
and booking of all visitor mooring.
IWA would like to see all visitor moorings
on PLA waters fitted with electrical supply
points to charge domestic electrical
systems of moored boats and propulsion
batteries of electric boats within the next
ten years.
Navigation notes for users who wish to
use the River Thames mooring sites are
available from the PLA and St Pancras
Cruising Club websites as well as IWA
London Region’s cruising guides for the
Thames Tideway.
A list of all visitor moorings on the River
Thames is available from the PLA website.
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3. facilities
In urban areas of London,
specifically where there is a
high concentration of residential
boats and where visitors are
travelling long distances
on tick-over, there is a need
for additional provision of
facilities, over and above the
recommendations in IWA’s
boaters’ facilities policy.

IWA suggests the use of the Community
Infrastructure Levy or Section 106 monies
could be used for this purpose in partnership
with the Navigation Authorities.

IWA will work with Navigation Authorities
and commercial partners to secure funding
for new facilities.

IWA suggests that the minimum standards
for facilities provided in London (for every
two hours of cruising) should be:
Water points, suitably lagged so that
they are still available for use during
colder months and designed so that
portable containers and water cans
can be filled without needing a hose
attachment.
Rubbish disposal points including
recycling points supported by clear
information about what can and can’t
be recycled.
Portable chemical toilet disposal
points.
Pump-out facilities (including those
provided at boatyards and other third
party providers).

The construction of new facilities should be on
mains water and sewage drains and not rely
on bowsers, septic tanks or macerators.
Facilities should be adequately protected
from vandalism.
8

Appropriate systems should be in place to
deal with the breakdown of facilities in a
timely fashion. Existing facilities should not be
removed without a suitable replacement being
made available.
Penalties for overstaying at moorings
adjacent to facilities should be strongly
enforced to enable other boaters to access
them more easily. This is particularly
important when the facility is heavily used.
See earlier action on page 6 regarding
rangers and enforcement.
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Where electrical hook-up is provided, the
electricity will be charged in accordance with
pricing from Ofgem (the government regulator
for gas and electricity markets). In urban
areas, dog waste bins should be provided at
every access point. In more rural areas, they
should be supplied depending on demand and
should be emptied regularly.

4. air quality
IWA recognises that air pollution can be as
dangerous to waterway users as to those living
adjacent to the waterways. The improvement
of air quality in London is a major campaign
for the Mayor of London. In the short-term, air
pollution can aggravate the medical conditions
of individuals with asthma and emphysema.
Long-term health effects can include chronic
respiratory disease, lung cancer and heart
disease. Air pollution damages children’s lung
development.

4.1 Impact of Mooring on
Air Quality
IWA will campaign for overwinter
moorings, close to residential
accommodation, to be fitted with
electrical supply points to charge the
domestic electrical systems of moored
boats. There should be a requirement
for those using such winter moorings
to use only electricity for charging
batteries and heating water.
IWA is willing to approach corporate
sponsors to secure financing for
electrical supply points on behalf of
CRT.
IWA will campaign for the use of
cleaner fuels that are in line with
DEFRA-approved guidelines.

IWA will support
campaigns for “No Mooring”
restrictions to be imposed
adjacent to any school, nursery
or care home near the canals
and navigations in the region.
9
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IWA will campaign for all proposed new
mooring sites to be assessed for their
impact on air quality and for fire safety.
Where proposed moorings could have
an adverse effect on air quality or are
potentially unsafe, IWA will campaign for
remedial action to be put in place before
the moorings are used.
IWA will also campaign for all existing
moorings to be assessed to the same
criteria as new moorings and where they
do not meet the required standards for
timely improvements to be made.

5. water quality
IWA’s aspiration is for waterways that meet the
highest ecological standards for both habitat
and pollution, and that are free of rubbish.
Water quality has particular impact on the
growing numbers of paddleboarders and
canoeists who use the waterways in and
around London.
IWA will work with London canoe clubs
to highlight areas where water quality
is of concern and will recommend
that Navigation Authorities undertake
water quality surveys and take steps for
improvements.

5.1 Spread of Duckweed
Historically, native and introduced duckweeds
(Lemna minuta) have covered extensive areas
of the Lower River Lee, especially below
Tottenham Lock in the summer months. Over
recent years, it has become a problem across
large areas of London’s canal system as well.
This growth has been well documented in the
national press including stories in both the
Daily Mail and the Daily Express.

“Britain’s Waterways Turn a
Shade of Green.”
- Daily Mail [23 July, 2018]
- Daily Express [24 July 2018]

Duckweed thrives on nutrient-rich waters
that enter the watercourses from run-off from
fields, roads and other urban surfaces. Once a
water body is covered with duckweed, natural
oxygen transfer from the atmosphere is greatly
reduced to the detriment of other aquatic
life. The plant mass can double in size every
two or three days in optimum conditions over
summer.
IWA will campaign for, and support,
measures to reduce the amount of
nutrient-rich waters entering the River
Lee and London’s canal system.
IWA will support measures to remove
duckweed from affected areas and stop the
spread to unaffected waterways.
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5.2 Other non-native species

5.3 Plastics and Rubbish

There are a number of other non-native plants
and animals which affect the waterways.
IWA will support measures to remove them
from affected areas and stop the spread to
unaffected waterways.

For many years, general rubbish and
particularly plastic, has been thrown into
canals and rivers. Whilst this has been seen
as unsightly, up until recently it had not been
considered a major environmental issue. It is
now thought that 80 percent of plastic marine
debris comes from the land, washed into rivers
and out to sea. The national media often
covers these stories:

Himalayan Balsam
IWA is launching a nationwide campaign in
2019 to help stop the spread of this invasive
plant.
Japanese Knotweed
IWA will lobby navigation authorities to
ensure this invasive plant is controlled
through regular spraying with herbicides.
Floating Pennywort
IWA will lobby navigation authorities to
ensure this invasive plant is controlled
through mechanical removal and netting of
the area.
Signal Crayfish
IWA supports the Non-Native Species
Secretariat (NNSS) policies to reduce the
spread of this invasive species.

“Rubbish Floating on
London’s Grand Union
Canal.”
- BBC News
[29 March, 2018)

“60% of litter in the River Thames
is single use plastic.”
- BBC News
[25 February, 2019)

IWA will support any viable initiative

to reduce the amount of plastic
entering the London Canals and River
Navigations and will work with other
organisations to help remove plastic already
in the environment.

Bivalve Molluscs
A number of non-native Bivalve molluscs
have been identified in the London area
by the Zoological Society of London 2017
Freshwater Mussel Survey in the Upper
Tidal Thames area.
IWA will support any recommended
actions to stop the spread of these nonnative molluscs.
11
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6. fire safety
Many boat moorings are in locations not easily
accessible to the emergency services and close
to residential buildings. On towpaths, boats
are often moored three and sometimes four
abreast and in other places, particularly on the
Thames, grouped together so tightly to make it
difficult to separate them in an emergency.

IWA London believes
there is a need for a Fire Risk
Assessment of all existing
mooring provision in London
by an independent authority.
Until this is carried out and its
recommendations implemented, boats should
not be moored on towpaths more than two
abreast.
IWA will liaise with navigation authorities
to expedite the Fire Risk Assessment with
individual Fire Brigades. Each area will be
need to be assessed for its own set of risks.
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7. Towpaths and other paths

The majority of towpaths in the London area
are well used by walkers, runners and cyclists.
Many sections are not only used recreationally
but also for commuting to and from work. In
both the London Mayor’s 2050 Infrastructure
Investment Plan and the New London
Plan, there are ambitious targets outlined
for sustainable transport with particular
reference to increasing safe cycling and
walking in the capital. Whilst IWA supports
this, and acknowledges the many benefits of
encouraging the population to get active and
use the towpaths, the increasing numbers may
give rise to increased conflict between
user groups.

IWA will campaign for
better management in order
to resolve conflicting uses
and safety concerns on the
towpaths.

IWA will campaign against any proposal
to narrow the waterway channel in order
to provide a wider towpath, unless this is
done to retrieve the original dimensions, or
it is agreed that there is an overall benefit
and navigation will not be affected.
IWA will campaign to restrict commuter
and recreational cycling to places where
the safety of the rider can be assured
and does not compromise the safety and
enjoyment of other users. Time trials, races
and other large group cycling activities,
are not appropriate on towpaths and
should not be permitted. All signage giving
directional information about nearby
locations, should state distances and not
the time taken to reach the location.
The narrow towpath makes its use for
angling inappropriate in many places.
Where this occurs IWA, will support the
provision of offside angling facilities.

13
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8. Unpowered boats
IWA actively supports the use of London’s
Waterways by small, portable unpowered
craft including canoes, paddle-boards, rowing
boats and sailing dinghies. IWA recognises that
these need special facilities to allow them to be
operated safely.
Small, portable unpowered boats should be
carried around locks, weirs and sluices, and
portage points should be provided to assist
with getting boats in and out of the water
where there are high banks or other obstacles
making disembarking difficult.

8.1 maida hill tunnel

IWA will support any
viable initiative to improve
portage points on the London
canals and river navigations
and will work with other
organisations to help promote
the safe use of unpowered craft.

vegetation. The first set should be well
back from the tunnel entrance so that the
Unpowered craft, and small powered craft use
information on the sign can be seen and acted
Maida Hill Tunnel including Go Boats.
upon by the crew of powered boats, before
getting too close to the tunnel mouth. The
IWA will campaign for the Canal & River Trust
second set of signage, specifically for users of
to maintain clear signage at the tunnel
smaller craft, should be closer to the tunnel
entrances, and suggests that two sets of signage entrance and be positioned lower down so as to
be provided and be kept clean and clear of
be visible by someone closer to water level.
14
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IWA will
campaign for
new boatyards
and marinas
to incorporate
slipways into their
development plans.
8.2 Islington Tunnel
IWA believes that passage through
Islington Tunnel should continue to be
prohibited to unpowered craft other
than by special request for managed
events which would involve closing the
tunnel to other traffic for the duration
of the event.

8.3 Lee Navigation Rowers Safety
The Lee Navigation between Old Ford Lock and
Tottenham Lock, and between Aqueduct Lock and
Carthagena Lock, are the only stretches of Canal
& River Trust’s waterways in London still used
regularly by rowers. The large numbers of powered
boats moving and moored in these areas can pose
a hazard to rowers, especially in emergencies. IWA
will campaign for clear signage to ensure fair share
of the waterway.

8.4 Slipways
IWA will encourage boatyards and marinas to maintain existing
slipways and ensure that they are accessible at all times for use by
trailable boats.
IWA will push for new boatyards and marinas to incorporate
slipways into their development plans. There are only four slipways
on the tidal Thames in the Greater London area.
IWA will also campaign for the existing slipways to be improved and
new ones to be built at appropriate locations.
15
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9. turning places (winding holes)
IWA has discovered that there is currently
no up-to-date information on the number
of turning places (winding holes) in London.

IWA will work with the navigation
authorities to agree the number and
location of turning places (winding holes)
across the London area.
IWA will campaign to ensure the retention
and maintenance of existing winding holes.
Except at remote winding holes which can
be left unsigned, suitable signs should
show the area to be kept clear of moored
boats.
IWA will liaise with Navigation Authorities
to ensure signage is displayed and that
appropriate penalties are enforced for
obstruction or mooring at all agreed
turning places.

16
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10. Docks and Basins

IWA will campaign against
any proposal to reduce the water
area of any of the London docks
and basins unless it is agreed that
there is an overall benefit and
navigation and mooring will not
be affected.

10.1 Protection of Limehouse
Basin

or in part, IWA will campaign for this to be
progressed as part of a wider restoration
programme.

Limehouse Basin is the only basin which is
a safe haven, off the tideway, accessible over
much of the tidal range. Planning for additional
leisure moorings was refused in February 2019. 10.3 Development of Docks and

Basins for Varied Use
IWA will campaign against any proposal
that neglects the need for clear water space,
to muster a fleet of craft off the tideway,
especially in emergency situations.

10.2 Restoration of London
Basins

IWA supports the development of the docks
and basins for visitor moorings, residential
moorings, and water sports such as rowing,
sailboarding and sailing.

IWA supports the provision of angling
facilities, especially those designed for
disabled and disadvantaged people in
London’s docks and basins.

When the opportunity arises for the
reinstatement of basins that have been
infilled in the past to be restored in total
17
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11. Freight and Passengers
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There are opportunities to make more
efficient use of piers and river space, used by
London River Services. These include new
timetabling and the use of ticket pricing,
such as cheap day returns, to manage peaks
in traffic. There is an opportunity for
waterways to be used to transport materials
to construction sites adjacent to London’s
waterways in order to reduce heavy road
transport.

IWA supports the principle
of safeguarding all wharfs
in the London area with the
presumption that they will be
used for freight in the future.
Existing freight on the River
Thames could be lost if wharfs
are not protected.

IWA will continue to press for a ban on craft
being operated on tidal rivers in such a way
as to change the river from a category C
waterway to a category D waterway - as is
the case above Greenwich.

IWA will campaign for local authorities to
take into account the freight potential of
waterways when drawing up local plans
and also when planning permission is
granted for projects adjacent to navigable
waterways.
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12. Heritage and the Built
Environment
Over the last few decades, much of
London’s waterways heritage has been
lost; sometimes this has been due to
inappropriate developments.

The Mayor of London’s New London Plan
makes specific reference to the importance
of protecting heritage assets and riverscapes.
It also focuses on the management of London
views and the importance of protecting local
views.

IWA will campaign to
prevent developments whose
scale or character will have
an adverse impact on the
appearance of the waterways.

IWA is in the process of making a list
of important ‘views’ on the canals and
waterways across London and will campaign
for their protection as part of the New
London Plan.

Although IWA recognises the huge pressure
on waterside land in London, it will
campaign for all development to recognise
the heritage, environmental and amenity
value of the waterways corridor.

Views to include:
Little Venice – Browning’s Pool
Cumberland Basin
Historic Boatyard at Uxbridge

IWA will continue to press Local Authorities
for commitment to improving waterway
corridors within their authority, recognising
the widely-held leisure and historic / cultural
aspects of inland waterways.

IWA is currently working on a separate
Heritage Vision document outlining plans to
protect the heritage of Britain’s waterways
including the London area.
IWA will maintain a list of remaining heritage
sites and will campaign for their retention.

Through the planning system, IWA will
campaign to ensure that issues such as the
size, scale and materials used in new build
and refurbishment are appropriate to their
neighbouring waterways and that boundary
treatment, hard and soft landscaping, access
and security are properly considered.
19
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12.1 Improvement of
Waterways
IWA will encourage navigation authorities
to seek improvement for the waterways
in terms of dredging, towpath surfacing,
the provision of new permanent and
visitor moorings and to ensure that
the development does not cause any
reduction in standards such as navigation
dimensions.

12.3 restoration of disused
waterways
There are a number of derelict and abandoned
river navigations and canals across London.
Many have been infilled and while there is
little chance of them being restored, they do
have surviving heritage features which should
be retained.
20

12.2 Dual Lock Restoration
Project
Historically, most of the locks within the area
bounded by the North Circular Road, were
dual locks but many of the second locks have
been taken out of commission and others have
not been properly maintained.

IWA will campaign for all the locks to be
reinstated as dual locks. This has two
advantages, as it will restore the heritage
of London and it will reduce the wear
on individual locks caused by the large
number of boats in the area.

IWA will support the restoration of any
of the abandoned river navigations and
canals across London and campaign for the
retention of any remaining heritage.
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13. About Us
The Inland Waterways Association is a
membership charity that works to protect and
restore the country’s 6,500 miles of canals
and rivers.
IWA members’ interests include boating,
towpath walking, industrial archaeology,
nature conservation and many other activities
associated with the inland waterways. IWA
works closely with Navigation Authorities,
other waterway bodies, a wide range of
national and local authorities, voluntary,
private and public sector organisations.

We campaign and lobby for support and
encourage public participation in the inland
waterways. IWA actively supports waterway
restoration and through its volunteering
organisation, Waterway Recovery Group,
organises and subsidises week-long waterway
restoration holiday schemes for volunteers
around the country each year.
In addition to this work, IWA also manages the
Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation, which it
saved from closure in 2005.

References
This policy document should be read
in conjunction with the following IWA
national policies. All policies can be
found on the IWA website:
www.waterways.org.uk
Boating facilities
Moorings on navigable waters
Residential boating
Towpaths
Freight on inland waterways
IWA Briefing Note - Using Canoes
and Small Unpowered Boats on
the Inland Waterways
 IWA Briefing Note - Navigating
Canal Tunnels Safety
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Appendix 1 - Navigable Waterways covered by this vision
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Barking Creek

Whole Length

Bow Back Rivers

Including Prescott Channel and Abbey Creek

Bow Creek

Bow Lock to River Thames

Deptford Creek

Thames to Sun Wharf and Ravensbourne Wharf

Grand Union Canal

From Bridge 175 (below Stockers Lock near
Rickmansworth) to Brentford Thames Lock

Grand Union Canal,
Slough Arm

Cowley Peachey Junction to Slough Basin

Grosvenor Canal

River Thames to Grosvenor Basin

Hertford Union

Old Ford to River Lee Junction

Kensington Canal

River Thames to Stanley Bridge Mills

London Docklands

West India and Poplar Docks
Surrey Docks
Royal Docks

Grand Union Canal,
Paddington Arm

Bulls Bridge to Paddington Basin

Including all
Docks and Basins

Regent’s Canal

Browning’s Pool to Limehouse Basin

Including all
Docks and Basins

River Lee (Lea)

Limehouse Basin to the head of navigation in
Hertford

River Roding

Navigable to Ilford (restoration)

River Stort

Feilde’s Weir to Causeway Bridge Bishops
Stortford.

River Thames

All PLA operated waters below Teddington Lock
to Woolwich (Thames Barrier).

River Wandle

Thames to Alma Wharf

Including all
Docks and Basins

Including all
Docks and Basins
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Appendix 2
IWA will campaign for the provision of
additional facilities, which should not be at the
cost of the Navigation Authority. IWA believes
that additional money needs to be raised from
waterways users for the provision and upkeep
of these additional facilities.
There are a number of different ways to
raise this money, for example via payment
at point of use or as a facilities payment. The
initial charging area could include waterways
bounded by the A406 North Circular Road
(Edmonton to Wembley) but extending to cover
the rest of the Lee & Stort once the charging
process has been established.

Pay As You Use
A small charge could be levied on all boaters’
facilities outside of marinas in the area and
apply to sanitation disposal (Elsan disposal
and pump-out) as well as rubbish bins. Water
should be free of charge. Electricity points
already require payment so there will be no
change to them.

The charge will continue to apply for every
fortnight the vessel is kept in the charge zone.
If the boat is removed from the charge area for
a period (of say 12 months) then the process
will start again as if the charge had never
been applied. IWA believes that a charge of
around £4 a day should fund the provision of
additional facilities and services, including
salaries for more rangers on the London
waterways.
The exact process for the new facilities or
pay as you use payment would need to be
developed by the Navigation Authority.
IWA will work with all interested parties
to develop a system that is acceptable to
everyone.

This charge will help raise much needed funds
for investment in the upkeep of the facilities.

facilities payment
Where demand for moorings far outstrips
supply in the central London area, a charge
zone could be determined.
When a vessel has been recorded as being in
the charge zone for a period of time in excess
of 14 days, the registered keeper would be
contacted and informed that if they continue to
stay in the charge area they will become liable
for a payment. At this point they could be
offered the opportunity to pay in advance for
the time they expect to stay in the area or to
pay as they go. Payments can be made online
or over the phone.
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Appendix 3
List of possible London Mooring sites that need investigation:
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1.

Just north of Commercial Road. Offside Bay.

2.

Non Towpath side below Salmon Lane Lock.

3.

Non Towpath side below Ben Johnson Road Bridge.

4.

Bay on non Towpath side just north of Ben Johnson Road.

5.

Tow Path side midway between Johnsons Lock and Mile End Lock.

6.

Offside above Bottom Lock, Hertford Union.

7.

Offside wharf area near entry, Hertford Union.

8.

Old Tramway Basin opposite Hertford Union Junction.

9.

Offside above Old Ford Lock. [Regents].

10.

Towpath side below Broadway Bridge.

11.

Towpath below Sturts lock landing to North Road.

12.

Towpath by Packington Estate [leaving Wharf Road Bridge clear]		

13.

Towpath from Thornhill Bridge to Maiden Lane Bridge.

14.

Offside opposite Jubilee Centre just west of existing moorings.

15.

Offside Bays west of Mitre Lane Bridge.

16.

Entry to Welsh Harp Feeder Channel. Waxlow Road. NW10

17.

Offside at rear of Park Royal Estate. NW10 [former Heinz Wharf]

18.

Non towpath side south of North Circular Aqueduct. NW10

19.

Off side along Estate Road of North Field Trading Estate.

20.

Towpath bay beside Brindley Close, Perivale UB9

21.

Alongside the Works, non-towpath side west of Horsenden Hill Lane.

22.

Disused Basin in Trading Estate west of Black Horse Pub. Auriol Drive.

23.

Canalside behind former Superstore west of Uxbridge Road UB3.
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www.waterways.org.uk

March 2019
To comment on the contents of IWA's Vision for London, please email us: londonvision@waterways.org.uk
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